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2000 Mile Test 



2002 Ski-Doo MX Z REVolution (Prototype) 



Do you know what it's like to start a Revoultion? Ski-Doo does. 



It is difjsculi io biow where to begin with 
this machine. Photos simply do noi do this 
sled jusfice. Riders have been asking far * 
smaller, fishier, more apfe machine with all of 
the power intacl; well, here it is. Maybe it could 
be described as feeling lite a Yamaha Snow 
Scoot with an 800 twin. We're (old the REV is 
about 25 pounds lighter than a 2002 MXZ, 
which should place it in the 450-pound range. 
Before you even get to ride it, one instant]} 1 
notices how small Uie machine looks in com- 
parison to a traditional sled The A -arm front 
suspension looks more like the Bombardier 
DS-650 ATV than it does an Arctic Cat, Blade, 
or Yamaha. The radical appearance gets yonr 
atiaiiion. as does the hinged rear cover over the 
tail end of (he machine. Bui all of these nuts- 



n do with what 



makes this sled si 



niter position. Only the REV m 
12" forward, and riding .-< 



e man the chanj 



SnowTecb Mag azine has been evah 
factory prototype 




telL 



frame" wilh t he engmc mounted down under - rider positioned 12" forward, the feel ing of"! 

2000 miles this winter, and we're here in neath the rider, positioned m ore like an ATV weight distribution and body posilionine T s / 
.slwl will f.irever ehanp-e thr. way than a snowmobile. This frame increases the more like a dirt bike than ever before, y™ 



s ride. In the case of the REV, it structural rigidity, providing a strong platform pivot your weight on the flciorboirds much 

appears die design team thai worked on this for suspension tuning. balancing on the foot pegs of a dirt "bik e" 

project was willing to try something very ne w I Riding the REV, one becomes even more "Instead of your weight being earned primarily 

a nd different. The REV ases a "Pyramid al [aware of how different this machine is. With the by the rear ar m ot the rear suspension. - y o u can 



Jhwjgo fore and aft distributing your weight 
acnjss the tn gmjuspcnsiurt, from aim and rear 



. lis of the rear skid 

The REV projects a nimble sport car feci 
much lie a mid-engine Porsd*. Tbe centered 
and bghter overall weifhl , Cl)mbin(;(j 
with the fiir-fomartl riding position. make ^ 
J". ag ' fL '- ntmh,c - and «iuick reacting. It feels 
a shorter vehicle (the sports ear feel) wi[h 
me rwfcr this far forward. 7te bare wncep, k 
jjiuplc and valid: ^^Lj^ljr^jcJZ^; . 




is where you'U find the need to slide back 
sonic on the seat You'll also find yourself 

Stan/linn I * - 



L ' ^ '<%s is less than what your back used t o 
S^Baek in the old days (1960s) when there 
really was n0 suspension under snowmobiies 
> riders always had their legs undemeaih than 
, mis was the only suspension they 

' This isn't to say th aI you should plant your- 
self far forward and never move. Each rider 
will develop his or her own riding style arid 
we've discovered that you will slide forward 
and backward much like riding a dirt bike or 
ar.y other sled, j,- s jusl you ;. jt| a|ways ^ 
about a loot further forward than on any other 
machine. Off-camber comers and down hills 



" t> uaause it is so easy to do 
Bumps that used to mate you cringe will now 
sewurlgly disappear as you adapt your style 
ard become more active, hajausc ic is easier to 
do in this forward position. 

We wonder if there is more going on win, fa 
h.nged reareover than one might suspect This 
irghl rear panel docs a good job at reducing the 
snow spray for following riders, and is totally 
awesome at keeping ^ ^ ^ ^ 

free of snow and dry - best sled ever at keep- 
<ng rhe rider dry. There's a generous rear stor- 
age area, but don't sit on the hinged plastic 
cover - it car, crack. VVhile this design is clear- 
ly intended to optimize trail usage, the lack of 
"clean-out" reduces the machine's deep snow 
capability in this configuration. The deep 
snow pctformatice isn't totally dismal, but it's 
not al! that great right now. We suspect Sb- 
Doo is working on various kits to allow instal- 
lation of a longer track and possibly even a 
longer linkage for those who wan. improved 
deeper snow pcrfonnance. The tunnel exten- 
s>on like what the Ski-Doo Open race sleds 

feature would do the trick 

Up from, this fa easily the best front suspen- 
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